CHERGHEN CELEBRITIES
known Chinese any better than ourselves, but they gathered
that he came from Khotan, where he had been refused per-
mission to take the road to India, Who could he be, the poor
lad who met the fate that we had been fearing would befall
ourselves?*
We learned also that the Tungans at Cherchen were com-
mandeering camels. That was why nobody would buy our
camels. But an embassy sent to Khotan by Ma Bu-fang had
recently criticized the exactions system so severely that the
delegates were being kept in isolation until they got back
home to Sining. The Ma dynasty at Skiing then claimed
the right to intervene in the affairs of the Tungan adminis-
tration in Sinkiang, though it meant braving the desert of
Lop Nor on the trail followed long ago by Marco Polo. Ma
Chung-ying had been under orders from Sining some years
earlier. This latest news meant that, though the Tungans
were counted as rebels by Nanking, they were not totally
isolated from the rest of the world. Was it not even possible
that in case of war they might he helped by their co-
religionists of Kansu?
Their chief, however, the terrible Ma Chung-ying, was far
from Cherchen. Our host said he was in Moscow and
claimed to have seen a snapshot of him that was taken in
that city. It was said that a messenger had been sent to him
there. These interesting titbits of gossip sharpened our
desire to learn what was really happening in Chinese
Turkestan.
* I learned later that he was a Czech named Sedkcek and that it was he
who, meeting us, had said "Caput" as we were leaving Lanchow. For nine
months he lay ill in prison at Tunghwang, but in the end was tried and
acquitted.
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